Teaching microsurgery to gynecologists.
The gynecologist must master microsurgical techniques in the laboratory prior to engaging in clinical microsurgical work. This article describes an introductory microsurgical workshop program that is sponsored by the American Association of Gynecologic Laparoscopists in cooperation with the University of California at Irvine. The program encompasses films and lectures as well as laboratory experience that progresses from inanimate objects to small animals to fresh-frozen human fallopian tubes. The goals, preliminary arrangements, and curriculum of the workshop are explained, and guidelines are offered for optimal workshop experience. The workshop can serve as a model for hospitals or educational institutions planning to create a microsurgical laboratory and for the physician who wishes to establish a small personal laboratory area.